























“Mr Hayes described our reactions as ‘the best X-Factor
reaction we’ve had so far!” when he told us the fantastic
news that the six of us - lzzy Orton, Keiha Dhrueyv,
Alex Harris, Yazzy Bastable, Nathan Cobern and myself
had been chosen to go to Rwanda. I’m really looking
forward to the trip and it will be a fantastic opportunity
to meet many new people!”

Lucy Hull

“The process of getting selected for Rwanda was a
stressful one....the application letter was tricky and the
interview was very intense, but now | have been chosen
| I am even happier than | thought | would be. It could
The 2010 grop_, : possibly be one of the greatest things I've done. | can’t
wait to go and experience something so special”.

I-r: Keiha, Yasmin, lzzy, Lucy, Alex and Nathan
Alex Harris

Meeting with Odette Kayirere

Mr Hayes introduced the session and told us a bit about the work of Msaada and what a difference our school
is making. After that we were introduced to Odette Kayirere. She was nothing like | had expected. Instead
of being met by a shy, shaken woman, | was greeted by the most wonderful, inspiring individual. Odette
started her talk by telling us her story of the genocide. Having her husband taken away and never seeing him
again, with one child on her back and seven other young girls, she didn’t give up. One day she lost one of
her daughters and she just kept praying and looking. When she finally found her, Odette couldn’t even speak
because she was so thirsty and tired. How she managed to make it that far | do not know but | do know that
she deserves to be remembered forever as a hero for her will and want to survive. Her voice never broke when
speaking but you could tell that the events had made a lasting impact on her. She wasn’t angry but loving for

life and the future. This was the most humbling aspect of the session - she had learnt to forgive and move
on.

| couldn’t take my eyes off Odette. She was so absorbing, like it was just me and her in the room. And then
when she had finished her story of the event, she went on to stun us all. She is now a leader of a large charity in
Rwanda and is reshaping the country so the same thing doesn’t happen again. On top of this she has adopted
8 more children! | really don’t think | can ever do her justice. She blew me away and | was so humbled. When |
left, | had a new outlook on life. 1 am now as eager as before to make something out of life and | am definitely
applying to be part of the next Rwanda trip.

Frances Bathurst 11S1

“When the chance for year 12 students to go came up, |
wrote a letter to Mr Booth explaining that | would love to
be selected. | got through to the interview and was then
chosen as one of the six people visiting Rwanda.

| am so excited about visiting the schools and living the
Rwandan life for 10 days. It will be such a life changing
experience and I’'m so grateful that Mr Hayes has let me
90!”

Yasmin Bastable

“After a long and scary selection process | am lucky enough
to have the amazing opportunity of going to Rwanda along
with five of my best friends! | think this will be a fantastic
experience and | hope to play a small part in trying to help
to improve the lives of many people in Rwanda”.

Izzy Orton Alex, Lucy, Nathan and Izzy with Odette Kayirere
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Rag Day 2009
Friday |1 1th December

This year we are raising money for MSAADA and the Dorset and
Somerset Air Ambulance. It will be a mufti day so please donate
£1 and bring along some extra money to take part in the activities
during the day.

All of the sixth form and lots of staff will be in fancy dress doing
all sorts of things to raise money. Last year we raised over £3000
so let’s all try and beat it this year.

Activities during the day will include the Weakest Link, kissograms,
a cake sale and ‘fun activities’ at lunchtime - including leg waxing,
eating competitions and karaoke.

Please get involved and support these worthy causes. Students
will be raising money in the town during the day, so please tell
everyone that you know to look out for our red buckets!

Shaftesbury School
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Shaftesbury School, Salisbury Road
Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 8ER

tel: 01747 854 498 email: office@shaftesburyschool.co.uk
fax: 01747 851208 website: www.shaftesburyschool.com



