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News
Shaftesbury School held their European Day of Languages on 
Thursday 25th September.  The official day should have been 
Friday 26th but due to the school in-service training day we didn’t 
want to miss out and so moved it forward slightly!  The day was 
very successful with tutor groups getting involved in the EDL quiz 
during tutor time while finding out more about Europe and all the 
different cultures, traditions and strange customs that we are not 
necessarily used to.

Various activities took place around the school throughout the 
day.  The entire Maths department dressed up as Ancient Greeks 
and delivered lessons based on Ancient Greek Mathematics.  
Interestingly, students learned that because the Greeks had 
only very clumsy ways of writing down numbers, they didn’t 
like algebra. They found it very hard to write down equations 
or number problems. Instead, Greek mathematicians were more 
focused on geometry, and used geometric methods to solve 
problems that you might use algebra for. Greek mathematicians 
were also very interested in proving that certain mathematical ideas were true. 

Ms Mullery incorporated Van Gogh into her year 7 Art lessons and Picasso into her year 9 lessons on the day.  

Mr McLannahan in ICT chose for his students to learn all about 
Sir Tim Berners-Lee, creator of the World Wide Web. 

The Modern Foreign 
Languages department 
also dressed up in their 
Spanish football shirts and 
French attire (including 
the beret). Lessons were 
delivered to classes by 
our resident boarders 
and a particular Science 
teacher!  So, students 
were lucky enough to 
experience learning a 

little Welsh, German, Slovakian, Chinese, Japanese and Portuguese.  Then 
there was Miss Little, who dressed very impressively in her Rwandan 
(French speaking country) attire and Mr Flood looked very convincing as a 
Frenchman!

Well done and a huge thank you to everyone (teachers and students) 
who took part in the day and made it really enjoyable and fun, as well as 
educational!

Miss Saint (Acting Head of Languages)

European Day of Languages 2008

CHRISTMAS FAIR - ADVANCE NOTICE	
Shaftesbury School’s Christmas Fair takes place this year 

on Friday 5th December.   

If you are interested in taking a stall, please contact the 
School Reception.

01747 854498
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Geography Fun at the Coast!
On Wednesday 17th and Wednesday 24th September, the new AS geography students 
in Year 12 embarked on trips with Mr Turner and Miss Belfield to the Dorset coastline, 
in order to see the processes and landscapes studied in their lessons. 

With Mr Turner’s running commentary, all of the students were able to see first hand 
the effects of the sea on the changing coast. The first day out was to Lulworth Cove 
and Studland beach in order to look at erosional processes, coastal management and 
conflicts over land use. On the second day, with a vague Hawaiian theme (!), students 
compared different policies of coastal management at Barton on Sea, where the cliffs 
were clearly subject to rapid erosion and mass movement.  They then took a short 
boat ride to Mudeford Spit, a landform of deposition. 

“It was fantastic to see the 
course come to life, and 
almost right on our doorstep!” 
commented one student. 

The students will be able to 
use this valuable knowledge 
in the exam next June.

Miss Belfield


